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Untested Evidence in Law Enforcement Agencies
Evidence presentation in a court or trial is the only possible way to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that a culprit committed the crime. Evidence presentation in a law enforcement agency is important because it helps the agency, for example, the court set the framework by which it decides whether the accused is guilty or not. In fact, it sets the standard that the accused is indeed not guilty unless the burden of proof is met beyond a reasonable doubt. While there are special rules detailing on what can be introduced as evidence in court and on the strength or sufficiency of need to establish proof, the rules seem to be silent on crucial issues.
A recent survey indicated that there has been a problem facing various stakeholders in the law enforcement agencies (Ritter, 2011). Investigating officers reported that they sometimes do not send or present evidence to prove that a person indeed committed the crime due to various reasons. One reason is because they do not understand the relevance of evidence. Training of law enforcement officers on matters concerning evidence is crucial as it creates awareness of the value of linking the evidence to the actual person who committed the crime. The training will not only create awareness, but can also be helpful in providing knowledge on how to prevent wrongful convictions. 
The National Institute of Justice (NIJ) emphasize that training in research-based investigative procedures and access to tools and resources can help law enforcement officers carry out successful investigations. This means that investigating officers need to be trained on how to find evidences and link them with suspects even if it means developing new leads. According to Ritter (2011), 44 percent of the responding police departments reported that one of the reasons they did not send evidence to the lab was because a suspect had not been identified. To solve cases that have languished for years without suspects, law enforcement officers should be trained on how to use DNA technology to disclose crucial information that other forensic methods could possibly do not disclose. In today’s society, the use of DNA technology is a linchpin helping to solve cases which to some extent are difficult to solve due to lack of enough proof. 
Training can also help solve other issues related to the inability to produce timely results and reasons related to backlogs (Ritter, 2011). Law enforcement agencies are supposed to understand that delays in producing substantial evidence may lead to additional victimization by serial offenders or even incarceration of the innocent. Therefore, they should be trained on how to prioritize evidence collection and analysis to ensure that results are produced in a timely manner. Untested evidence awaiting submission to laboratories is a separate issue that needs to be addressed. If evidence is not submitted to the law enforcement labs it cannot be considered as part of a crime. It still remains in the police custody, hospital, rape crisis centers and not in the crime laboratory’s backlog. Therefore, law enforcement agencies should be collaboratively trained on how to use various kits, for example, sexual or assault kit to select or collect evidence materials to be submitted to the crime laboratories for testing and analysis. 
Police officers, lab technicians, and the prosecutor should also be trained on how to communicate effectively to ensure the evidence has sufficient proof and that it is presented to court in a timely manner. Policies should also be developed to guide on how to collect, analyze, use, and store evidence for future use in courts. 
Conclusion
Untested evidence in law enforcement agencies is an issue that requires multiple approaches to solve. Police officers should be trained on how to use the most appropriate methods for collecting evidence from crime scenes and on the value of submitting the evidence to crime laboratories for analysis and in a timely manner. Also, crime laboratories have an integral role to play in ensuring that they prioritize evidence analysis based on the urgency of the matter. For example, if a rape suspect is still at large and police officers are waiting for the evidence results to conduct an arrest, then, the crime lab should make it a priority because if not arrested in due time the suspect would commit even more crimes. Policymakers should create laws detailing on procedures to be carried out on the crime scene, crime labs, to the prosecutor. Having done all this, the issue of untested evidence could be solved and this may result to solving of most cases that has languished for years.  
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